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About Us...

Wales has always been known for its emphasis on education. By the end of the nineteenth century, it
was recognised by the working population as their way out of poverty, and their ambition did not stop
short at primary or secondary education. The University of Wales was brought into being through the
enthusiasm for learning and the determination, not to mention the generosity, of ordinary Welsh people:
the miners, farmers and quarry workers who contributed to ‘the University of the People’ close to a
hundred and twenty years ago.

As the University’s current Vice-Chancellor, their efforts leave me both immensely appreciative and
greatly humbled. It was the unselfish collective work of those people which allowed me, and so many
others, to gain an education which has provided us with opportunities of which they could never have
dreamed. More than a century on, and following our reconstitution in 2007, we at the University of
Wales have reviewed our strategy for the years ahead so that we can move confidently into a new era.

What remains from those early days — and will never change — is our commitment to serve the people of
Wales. We’ve come full circle: the people made us and we aim to reward their faith in us by giving
something back, through helping to support the three key aspects of the nation as a sustainable
community — its culture, its environment and its economy.

We are very excited about our plans for the further development of the University; a university which is
markedly different from others within Wales. In order to attain our ambitions we need to ensure that
the University of Wales is both fit for purpose and ready to fulfil its twenty-first century role. We hope
you will want to join us and contribute to the next chapter in our history.

Professor Marc Clement,
Vice-Chancellor and Chief Executive
University of Wales.



Our Vision and Values

What’s our vision?
The University of Wales exists to serve Wales and its people. We do so by:

1. working energetically to maintain the University of Wales degree and the University of Wales
brand as global exemplars of excellence and quality

2. supporting and promoting Welsh Higher Education (HE) and contributing positively and
significantly to the brand image and brand value of Welsh HE and of Wales as a whole

3. collaborating with other Welsh university institutions and others in Wales, supporting and
facilitating strategic initiatives in Welsh higher education

4. interacting with the rest of the world, through collaborative academic provision and through
intellectual and cultural linkages and partnerships —

5. acting as a catalyst for, and promoting opportunity in, innovation, research and the economy

6. using our position at the heart of the nation’s academic, intellectual and cultural life to
develop, support and promote initiatives in these fields

7. building upon our past and present successes to establish a sustainable institution that
enriches the national life of Wales.

What are our Values?
The University of Wales seeks to realise its vision whilst maintaining core values which are that:

the good of Wales is at the heart of everything we do

we are proud to deliver excellence and quality

we respect others so that all can give their best

we have adopted sustainable development as a central organising principle for our activities
we constantly reflect, review, refresh and innovate to remain relevant

we are honest, independent and impartial, open and collaborative - trust is our foundation.
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General Information

Founded by Royal Charter in 1893, the University of Wales is the degree-awarding body for higher
education students at a number of institutions across Wales.

The University of Wales was reconstituted in September 2007, in order to keep pace with the fast-
developing higher education system in Wales and the UK. Prior to this date it had operated under a
federal system, with member institutions across Wales. Following the Privy Council’s approval of wide-
ranging amendments to its Charter and Statutes, the University now stands as an independent entity
alongside the other higher education institutions in Wales. Former member institutions wishing to
award the University of Wales degree are enabled to do so through formal agreement with the
University. The University has signed a memorandum of understanding with six of the university
institutions in Wales, with whom it will be working closely on collaborative ventures, research groupings
and other new initiatives. These institutions are Glyndwr University, Swansea Metropolitan University,
the University of Wales Institute, Cardiff (UWIC), the University of Wales, Newport, the University of
Wales, Lampeter and Trinity University College. (These last two institutions are set to merge in 2010,
following Privy Council approval, to become the University of Wales, Trinity St David.)

The University’s new situation enables it to focus not only on its primary functions as a degree-awarding
body and provider of services to the Welsh higher education sector but also, as a national institution,
playing an enhanced role in protecting and promoting the economy, culture and language of Wales.



The University is also the degree-awarding authority for more than 120 other higher education
institutions both within the United Kingdom and overseas, with which it also enjoys close links. Annually,
it awards around 15,000 initial degrees and more than 4,000 higher degrees, making it the second
largest degree-awarding body in the United Kingdom. The number of students, from all over the world,
pursuing University of Wales degrees is around 80,000, spread across Institutions in Wales (75%) of
which are studying in Welsh HEIs, and in Collaborative Centres both in the UK and overseas. It provides
one of the largest and most successful validation services in the UK.

Validation is important in fostering links between Wales and other countries and many of the
University’s graduates are now in positions of influence overseas. In 2010, more than 21,000 students
were registered on validated courses of the University of Wales in 30 countries, covering a wide variety
of academic disciplines.

The success of the operation (which is entirely self-financing) can also be measured in economic terms —
it is a significant export, each year generating overseas earnings of well over £6 million. The
maintenance of academic standards is of paramount importance for validated courses, as it is for
courses offered within Wales. The University is rightly regarded as a role model in this respect. Its

irocesses comiare veri favourabli with those of other institutions in the UK and favourable audit



