INITIAL VETTING OF NEW CENTRES


Any prospective institutions interested in obtaining validation for their programme(s) will first be required to complete an initial approach form (Appendix 2). This will be reviewed by the Director of the Validation Unit and if successful, the institution will be invited to complete the initial vetting application form (Appendix 3). The completed initial vetting form will be considered by a team of senior University officers and feedback provided; a decision will then be made on whether an information gathering visit will take place. 


If it is agreed that a visit should go ahead, arrangements shall be made for a suitably qualified University Officer to visit the centre concerned.  The designated person(s) from the University will be independent of the institution itself and of any department from an accredited or affiliated institution of the University in any way linked to, or involved with, the institution.  The information gathering visit will be an opportunity for the Officer to provide further feedback on the initial vetting application and provide information on the University’s validation and ongoing monitoring procedures. Please note that the costs of the initial visit must be met by the institution seeking validation.

Following the information gathering visit, the institution will be required to submit a definitive version of the initial vetting application and the Validation Unit Officer will complete a report and risk assessment (Appendix 4). Paperwork will be scrutinised by solicitors and financial information assessed by the Assistant Director (Finance). University officers will also pursue references from the British Council and other institutions as necessary. 

The University will seek appropriate information to ensure that the proposed partner is a financially stable institution with effective and adequate management and administrative systems, adequate and well deployed human and physical resources and appropriate systems for quality assurance. This includes providing a set of audited accounts for the last financial year. Institutions should also provide details of any current or previous collaborations with other awarding bodies, with (if applicable) the reasons for rejection, termination or proposed transfer of programmes. 

The University will also seek to establish details of the legal framework for the jurisdiction applying to the institution in respect of the proposed collaboration. 

If a programme has previously been rejected or terminated, the University will normally contact the awarding body previously involved.

All paperwork will form the due diligence pack which will be submitted to the Taught Degrees Board for review.  All such reports shall be treated as confidential for the use of the TDB and Validation Unit (and, for certain sections, the University Registry Finance Department and the Committee for Global Education).

In seeking potential partners, the TDB and Validation Unit will need to pay close attention to the compatibility of the purpose of the institution and its aims, and to the potential ability of the proposed partner to meet the University’s standards and requirements. The perceived interest of each partner in learning from each other will also be important. Whilst the University of Wales does not operate any exclusivity arrangements, the TDB will give serious consideration to the issue of direct competition where validation of new programmes might significantly affect or undermine an existing University of Wales validated programme


The information contained therein shall be used by the TDB in determining whether or not to establish a panel of assessors and proceed with a validation visit. 

