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Welcome from your
Alumni Officer

This year’s edition of Campus
magazine is full of news and events.
As well as providing an opportunity to
celebrate the achievements of our
Alumni, it is a resource to keep you
informed and updated about the
various activities undertaken within
the University over the past year.

As the Vice-Chancellor has already
mentioned, the past year has been full
of change. These changes, however,
should not affect Alumni members in
any way. As Alumni Officer, I will
continue to be the main point of contact
for all Alumni members, supporting
them throughout the entire process, and
members will be entitled to all the
services which are currently offered.

There has been some development to
the Alumni pages on the website over
recent months so that they better serve
the specific needs of the Alumni. This
includes the addition of a brand new
dedicated Alumni News Feed where all
of the features and events are Alumni
based. It is a chance for Alumni to get in
touch and share their own news. Visit
www.wales.ac.uk/AlumniNews

If you have any news, photographs or
alumni events which you would like to
share then I would love to hear from
you. This is your magazine and I would
welcome any comments or suggestions
on any aspect of both this, and the
Alumni Association itself.

I very much hope you enjoy reading this
year’s edition of Campus.

Jocelyn Keedwell
Communications Officer (Alumni)
alumni@wales.ac.uk
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T
he past year has been a year of
many changes within the
University of Wales. In order to be

in a position to respond to the needs of
students, both in Wales and further
afield, the University has decided to
merge with the University of Wales:
Trinity Saint David and Swansea
Metropolitan University.

In October 2011 it was agreed that the
merger should proceed under the 1828
Charter of the University of Wales: Trinity
Saint David, the oldest higher education
Charter in the United Kingdom after that
of Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

Within a period of strategic change, as we
look to the future, we should not forget our
past and the thousands of students over
the years who have successfully graduated
with a Wales award. It is important to
stress that these current changes within the University will not affect University of
Wales Alumni in any way.

The transformed University will want to celebrate and embrace the thousands of
alumni around the world who hold a Wales degree. The University of Wales degree
and the University of Wales name have a strong legacy and are widely recognised
and highly regarded by employers worldwide. Graduates will still retain the University
of Wales award that they received upon graduation and will continue to be valued
members of the University of Wales Alumni Association, receiving the same services
that they receive now.

Professor Medwin Hughes DL DPhil DPS FRSA.
Vice-Chancellor

Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Medwin Hughes

Alumni Association Branch
& Section News

German Branch
10th anniversary 6 14
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The publishing trade awards are
presented every two years, and this year
the ceremony coincided with the Welsh
Books Council’s 50th anniversary
celebrations.

During the ceremony, 18 different awards
were presented, including categories for
best-selling titles and most popular library
books, in addition to recognising the best
in the fields of design and production.

This year, for the first time, an additional
award category was added, namely for
design and production in the field of
English and Welsh-language books.

The specially commissioned trophies were
designed by Carwyn Evans, the Cardiff-
based artist, winner of the Fine Arts Prize
at the National Eisteddfod in 2009.

University collaborates with
SME Chamber of India
The University of Wales Global Academy is currently working with the Small &
Medium Business Development Chamber of India (SME Chamber of India) to
develop the ‘Innovation potential’ of the members and wider SME audience.

India is the third largest economy in the world and is growing at approximately
9% every year. The country is on track to be one of the strongest economic
powerhouses of the world.

It is estimated that around 17 million
SMEs currently operate in India
accounting for 40% of India’s industrial
manufacturing output and 49% of its
exports. The SME Chamber of India is one
of the largest SME business networking
organisations in India with over 15,000
members.

In March 2012, a delegation of Indian
SME representative visited Wales to meet
with members of the University’s Global
Academy to share best practice on how to
bridge the gap between academia and
industry.

A networking event was held in the
University’s newly acquired Dylan
Thomas Centre in Swansea as an
opportunity for Welsh businesses with an
interest in collaborating with Indian
companies to invest in India.

Following the event, A. Ramesh Kumar,
Chairman of the SME Chamber of
India said:“Integrating academia and
industry is vital to ensuring the
prosperity of Indian business. Coming to
Wales has given me an increased
understanding of the entrepreneurial
effort which is being applied here at the

UW Press
Strikes Gold in
Publishing
Trade Awards

The University of Wales Press have
been awarded the Best Design and
Production award for its celebrated
title, Cerddi Dafydd ap Gwilym by
Professor Dafydd Johnston, in March’s
Publishing Trade Awards ceremony.

University of Wales, to cultivate a
strong network of knowledge between
higher education and SMEs.

My hope is that this visit will help Welsh
and Indian SMEs work closer together
for the mutual benefit of our great
countries.”

The Global Academy will be working with
the SME Chamber of India to further
develop and enhance the trade potential
between SMEs in India and Wales.

The Global Academy will also assist in
developing and delivering an open
innovation based strategy to encourage
commercialisation of new and unique
ideas within Indian SMEs through
different initiatives. The project will be
carried out by three research scholars
who will also be expected to complete a
PhD on their work.

A. Ramesh Kumar (Chairman of the SME Chamber of India) chats to fellow delegates..

Head of UW Press, Helgard Krause,
receives the award
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Twin launch in London and Cardiff for
Lord Morris autobiography

Wales’s Millennium Centre in Cardiff Bay
was the venue for the second launch.
Speakers there comprised of The First
Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones AM, John
Davies, Professor Peter Stead, the Rt Hon
Lord Morris of Aberavon KG QC and
Director of the University of Wales Press,
Helgard Krause.

Having represented Aberavon as its Labour
MP from 1959, Lord Morris retired as the
longest serving Welsh MP in 2001. He is
one of only a small handful of Labour
ministers to have held office under Harold
Wilson, James Callaghan and Tony Blair.

His autobiography provides a fascinating
insight into personalities and events

I
nOctober 2011, FFiiffttyy  YYeeaarrss  IInn
PPoolliittiiccss  aanndd  LLaaww,, the new
autobiography of Lord Morris of

Aberavon, was celebrated in two launch
events, organised by its publisher the
University of Wales Press. 

On Monday 17 October 2011, the House
of Commons in London played host to the
first launch event which was attended by a
number of Lord Morris’s peers, luminaries
in the field of law, MPs and literary
enthusiasts. Speakers included the Rt Hon
Paul Murphy MP; Bafta-winning journalist,
Huw Edwards; Professor Lord Morgan; the
University of Wales Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Medwin Hughes and Assistant
Editor of the Guardian, Michael White. 

Huw Edwards, Lord Kenneth O Morgan, Lord Morris, Paul Murphy MP 
and Michael White of the Guardian: Photo Angharad Watkins

First Minister speaks at Cardiff Launch

Welsh companies linked to the Global
Academy and Prince of Wales Innovation
Scholarship (POWIS) scheme presented
their work at the 5th annual Irish
Technology Leadership Group (ITLG)
Innovation Summit in Silicon Valley. 

The event, a two-day gathering of Silicon
Valley entrepreneurs and investors took
place in March 2012, at the Hyatt Regency
in Santa Clara, California. 

encountered from childhood in mid-
Wales, entry into politics in the late 1950s,
appointment to Secretary of State for
Wales in 1974 and the devolution era of
the 1970s; and finally to his role as
Attorney General for England and Wales
at the end of the 1990s. 

Extraordinary events such as his
involvement in the decision to bomb
Kosovo are included in the book, as well as
his role in the development and
implementation of devolution for Wales,
and his tireless efforts to promote the
Welsh language. 

Speaking of his new book, Lord Morris
said: “My tale recounts the riding of two
horses, politics and the law, for over fifty
years and focuses on my relationship
with the three Prime Ministers under
whom I served – Wilson, Callaghan and
Blair. Since all my life has been
concerned with Welsh politics it traces
the part I played and the development
of the idea of devolution.”

Today, Lord Morris is Chancellor of the
University of Glamorgan, a position he
has held since 2002. 

Global Academy bridges the gap to Silicon Valley 

The ITLG innovation summit hosts a
technology showcase where attendees get
an inside look at the cutting-edge
technology, business and political trends
creating the most exciting and profitable
new opportunities in the world.  The event
brings over 1,000 senior executives from all
the major Silicon Valley companies
together to meet representatives of
International IT, e-business and cloud
computing companies. 

Richie Turner, Head of Marketing and
External Relations for the Global
Academy, said following the Summit:
“Global Academy is delighted to have
taken its first delegation of Welsh
companies and POWIS Scholars as well as
representatives from both the Welsh
Government Creative Industries Panel and
local government, to the ITLG Innovation
Summit in Silicon Valley.  Through this
amazing network we hope that our
companies can secure customers or
investment in addition to tapping in to the
biggest ICT & digital network in the world.” 
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In December 2011, University of Wales alumnus Carl Jones was nominated for
the 2012 Indianapolis Prize, the world’s leading award for animal conservation. 

In April of this year, he found he had been successful in being selected as a
finalist and now joins six other outstanding conservationists in contention for
the $100,000 Indianapolis Prize. The finalists were narrowed down from an
original 29 nominees, which included fellow alumnus Gerardo Ceballos. Gerardo
was nominated for being a world leader in evaluating and designing
conservation strategies for both endangered species and threatened ecosystems,
and recognised for conducting the most comprehensive jaguar study worldwide,
including the first jaguar census in any country.

The Indianapolis Prize was initiated by the
Indianapolis Zoo as a significant
component of its mission to empower
people and communities, both locally and
globally, to advance animal conservation.
This biennial award brings the world’s
attention to the cause of animal
conservation and the brave, talented and
dedicated men and women who spend
their lives saving the Earth’s endangered
animal species. 

Carl Jones, PhD, spearheads work in the
Mascarene Islands and it’s because of his
tireless dedication to preserving the
ecology and native species of these small,
remote islands in the Indian Ocean – and
saving a dozen species from certain
extinction – that he was named as a
finalist. 

Challenging field conditions, limited
funding, government bureaucracy and
skepticism of colleagues never
discouraged Carl, scientific director of the
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation and
International Conservation Fellow at the
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, from
his work in the Mascarene Islands. He is
personally credited with the leading role
in saving a dozen species from extinction,
including the Mauritius kestrels, pink
pigeons and echo parakeets whose
effective populations were less than 10
and now range in the hundreds. He has
revitalized dozens of degraded islets,
controlled invasive species, and re-
introduced endemic plants, reptiles and
birds. Currently, he is working on the
restoration of the entire Mascarene
Island’s ecosystem – which is no small
feat. 

Born and raised in Carmarthen, he
received both his masters of science and
his doctorate from the then University of
Wales, Swansea. He currently splits his
time between Wales and Mauritius for his
work. 

Speaking about what it meant to him
to get through to this stage of the
Indianapolis Prize cycle, Carl Jones
commented: “I am very pleased to be
among the finalists since it gives
recognition to the work I have spent my
whole career doing. It is good to see work
on smaller species such as Pink Pigeons,
Mauritius Kestrels and Telfair’s Skinks
being recognised, after all these species
are in their own way equally as
charismatic as some of the larger
animals. It also shows greater
recognition for the techniques that we
have used to restore these species such
as captive breeding, reintroduction,

translocation and the intensive
management of wild populations. I hope
that the greater recognition for this type
of work is signaling a greater acceptance
of hands on management of endangered
species, in addition to the more passive
approaches of protecting them.” 

Speaking about all 6 finalists,
Indianapolis Prize Chair 
Myrta Pulliam said: “These
conservationists’ long-standing
commitment and die-hard perseverance
to protect endangered species and their
environments embodies the mission of
the Indianapolis Prize. We are honored
to recognize their efforts.” 

The winner of the 2012 Indianapolis Prize
receives $100,000, along with the Lilly
Medal, to be awarded at the Indianapolis
Prize Gala scheduled for 29 September
2012 in Indianapolis. 

University of Wales Alumnus named as
Finalist for the 2012 Indianapolis Prize

Carl Jones with an Echo parakeet
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W
ith students in over 120
international and UK
based collaborative

centres, University of Wales
alumni can be found in wide-
ranging professions all over the
world, forming a valuable and
truly international alumni
network. 

 Alumni Association 
Branches and Sections  

As we met at the end of April at the
spectacular Hotel & Restaurant
“Süllberg” overlooking the river Elbe at
the outskirts of Hamburg-Blankenese,
it was a perfect setting to celebrate
our 10th anniversary.

This took the form of a two day
symposium at which our president, Dr
Martina Nieswandt, first welcomed our
members and guests and gave a lively
overview of the development of our club
since  its foundation in August 2001.  

Over time our Alumni Club has grown to
more than 220 members and provides a
sound basis for networking opportunities
with other MBA graduates.  With a variety
of activities we try to keep abreast of
interesting developments.

The second presentation, given by Dr G F
Schade, covered the legal aspects of
European commercial companies, whilst
Dr Roland Geschwill explained in his
following topic the results and
consequences of his study on the success
factors of German expatriates in Eastern
Europe.

The highlight of the evening was a festive
dinner in the Seven Seas Restaurant
crowned by a speech from the University
of Wales representative Dr Simon Jones.
He spoke of the latest news and merger
developments of the University of Wales,

German Branch Celebrates 10th Anniversary - Helmuth W Stahl

as well as discussing the benefits of being
a member of their worldwide Alumni
Association.

On the following day a sightseeing tour of
Hamburg’s new “Hafen City”, a tremendous
urban development project modelled on
London’s Docklands, was organised.

Branches already in existence

UK Regional Branches
• Bangor • Carmarthen
• Liverpool • Swansea

International Branches
• Germany • Hong Kong • Italy      
• Japan • Sri Lanka • USA
• Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

Subject-related Sections (UK Based)
• Classics 
• Culture of the 18th and 19th Centuries 
• Ethnology and folk studies  
• Philosophy
• Theology 

Information on how to contact or join
these branches can be found on the
website at www.wales.ac.uk/alumni 

The University is keen to maintain links
with all its alumni, wherever they are in
the world, enabling them to keep in touch
with each other and feel part of a wider
international community. 

If there is no established international
alumni branch in your area and you would
like to start one, or if you are part of an
active branch that is not listed, please
contact alumni@wales.ac.uk for further
information and advice.

Our members were enthusiastic about the
whole event and will be looking forward to
future inspiring activities.

More Information about the German
Branch can be found on their website –
www.alumni-wales.de

Branch Members

Hamburg’s Water Quarter
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Branch & Section Round up
Bangor - Once again, we had a successful
series of lectures beginning with a
fascinating lecture by Dr Dafydd Roberts,
Curator of the Welsh Slate Museum, on The
Response to Reopening the Quarry
Railways. During the second term we had
two lectures, the first by Baron Dafydd
Wigley on The Reform of the Second
Chamber, then to close, Professor Gareth
Roberts, Branch Chairman, gave a lecture
entitled Everybody Counts which was a
very interesting lecture on the life and work
of Robert Recorde.  

Classics - The Section embarked on its 61st
year with a lecture by Dr Carlotta Dionisotti
on Hadrian and the Christians. This was
soon followed by a marvellous one-day
conference at St Fagans: National History
Museum, arranged in conjunction with the
Ethnology and Folk Studies Section, on the
theme Houses in Greece and Wales from
Early Times to the Modern Period. Highly
engaging lectures were delivered by three
specialists in the field including Mr John Ellis
Jones who drew from a lifetime’s
experience of working on Greek houses of
the Classical Age. The Section looks forward
to its next meeting at the 2012 National
Eisteddfod. On Monday, 6 August 2012, at
12 noon in the Societies’ Pavilion 2, Dr Huw
S. Thomas will lecture on the subject Greek,
Latin and Welsh: Living languages? Dead
languages?  

Culture of the 18th & 19th Centuries -
The 2012 annual conference, held in July,
was organised in conjunction with the
Ethnology and Folk Studies Section, and
supported by St Fagans: National History
Museum and School of Welsh at Cardiff
University. The conference topic was the
Interlude and guest speakers included Dr
Jerry Hunter, Dr Rhiannon Ifans, Dr Ffion
Mair Jones and Dr Cynfael Lake.  As the
School of Welsh at Cardiff University had
successfully performed the medieval play Y
Gŵr Cadarn the previous year, the actors
were invited to prepare a presentation
based on five interludes by Huw Jones of
Llangwm, one of the most renowned
balladeers and interlude writers of his age.

Ethnology and Folk Studies - In October
2011, a one-day conference was held in
conjunction with the Classics Section at St
Fagans: National History Museum. The
conference was opened by Dr Ffion

Reynolds of CADW who discussed her
community project at Tinkinswood Burial
Chambers and Lythan, followed by Mr John
Ellis Jones. In the afternoon, Dr Eurwyn
Wiliam lectured on the subject of the Welsh
cottage, and the day was brought to a
close with an introduction to the
architecture of the church of Llandeilo
Talybont. Our second collaborative
conference this year was with the Culture of
the 18th and 19th Centuries Section.  The
theme was the various forms of The
Interlude and combined academic papers
with performance by actors from Cardiff
University. 

Hong Kong - We are currently recruiting
other UW Alumni members in Hong Kong
using Facebook. With a core membership of
15 so far, we plan to call the first meeting
about establishing the Hong Kong branch
and electing committee members on the
1st December. If you would like to find out
more or become a member find us on
Facebook (search for UOW.HK) or email
uowalumnihk@hotmail.com

Japan - More than seven years have
passed since the branch was officially
established and we now have more than
600 members.  In April a new chairman, Ms
Hiroko Kusuhara, was elected. She is the first
female chairman and is currently planning
strategy to encourage more inter-
communication and support between
fellow members. If you would like to find
out more, please feel free to email us on
walesmba-alumni-master@yahoogroups.jp 

Liverpool - 2010/11 was a quiet time for
the Branch as our centre was being
converted. The old Bethel Chapel in Allerton
was pulled down as was the schoolhouse
where our activities were held. Completed
in October, the new Centre has now been
built and we have already had two
memorable lectures, one by Dr Mike
Benbough-Jackson on the history of St
David’s Church in Liverpool, and the other
by Wally Field on the influence of Jewish
music on the development of jazz.  In
September Professor Laura McAllister will
speak about ‘The Assembly’.

Philosophy - Calling all Philosophy
Graduates! If any part of your course
covered philosophy during your time at the
University of Wales, we would like to hear

from you.  A society going since 1931 for
the discussion of philosophy through the
medium of Welsh, we will this year be
holding our annual conference in October
on moral philosophy. If you understand
Welsh and have an interest in philosophy,
get in touch. Email post@meddwl.com or
visit www.meddwl.com 

Swansea - This branch held three meetings
this year. At our AGM in December, our
Chairman Rev Ivor Rees gave a talk on
politics in South Wales during the last
hundred years based on his recently
published book on Welsh MPs. The guest
speaker at our spring meeting was Professor
Peter Stead who entertained us with
reminisces of his time at the University of
Wales, Swansea as a student and lecturer,
ending with some observations on the
present state of the HE sector in Wales.  Our
final event of the year was the Annual
Lunch at which the guest speaker was the
Rt Hon. Rhodri Morgan. He spoke of his
longstanding family relationship with the
University of Wales, his own career and of
his time in the Welsh Assembly.

Theology - We have  arranged two lectures
this year, both focusing on an event that
had a far-reaching effect on Christianity in
Wales; the Great Ejection of 1662 when a
number of Anglican clerics were ejected
from their parishes for refusing to conform
to the Book of Common Prayer.  Dr Eryn M.
White will lecture at Coleg Gwyn, Bangor on
18 September at 2pm, and Professor John
Gwynfor Jones will present on 21
September at 7pm at the Schoolhouse of
Awst Chapel, Carmarthen. Also during the
summer, Issue 63 of the journal
Diwinyddiaethwill appear with an editorial
essay by Professor Euros Wyn Jones as well
as numerous articles and reviews.

 USA - We are a new branch having formed
in mid-2011. We have approximately thirty
members and thus far, all contact has been
done through email. Our first annual
meeting will be held in Chicago, Illinois in
November 2012 at the Hilton Chicago, to
elect officers and set goals for our
association. If you are interested in being a
member of the USA Branch, please contact
Alan Streett, PhD, acting chair at:
astreett@criswell.edu
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On the 3rd - 4th of May, over 2,000
graduates and their guests joined the
University of Wales to mark the
successful completion of their studies. 

Scholars from across the globe descended
upon the iconic Wales Millennium Centre
in Cardiff Bay for the two-day event to
join in the graduation celebrations which
the University was hosting there. 

Each graduate was greeted by Vice-
Chancellor Professor Medwin Hughes,
together with the Chair of the University’s
Council and other senior officers and
academic staff. 

Graduates attending the celebrations
made the journey from a vast array of
countries; indeed, the multicultural nature
of the celebration is itself testament to
the University’s strong international ties.

The celebrations were also streamed live
on to the University’s website, enabling
friends and family who were unable to
make the journey to Cardiff see their
loved ones cross the stage, capped and
gowned.

Congratulations 
to our Graduates 
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International Graduation 
Ceremonies
Imperial Institute of 
Higher Education (IIHE)

On 6th November 2011, the Imperial
Institute of Higher Education (IIHE) held
their graduation ceremony at Cinnamon
Lakeside hotel in Colombo.  The University
of Wales validates a BSc (Hons) in
Business Management, BSc (Hons) in
Software Engineering and a MBA
program at IIHE. A total number of 70
students graduated last year. 

The chief guest of the graduation
ceremony was Mr Krishan Balendra,
Chairman of the Colombo Stock
Exchange and President of Corporate
Finance and Strategy at John Keells
Holdings Plc. Professor Nigel Palastanga,
Pro Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Wales, was in attendance representing
the University of Wales and other guests
included Dr Thilaka Weerakoon,
CEO/Academic Director of IIHE, Mr
Harshana Perera, Chief Operating Officer
at IIHE and the Board of Directors.

The ceremony was opened with a
welcome speech by Dr. Thilaka
Weerakoon, followed by an address by
Professor Nigel Palastanga. Graduates
were then awarded their degree
certificates and students with best
academic performances were honored
with the presentation of Gold Medals. 

Modern University for 
Technology & Information (MTI)

The University validates a number of BSc
degree programmes at the Modern
University for Technology and
Information (MTI) within the Faculties of
Management, Computing, Mass
Communication and Engineering.

In December 2011, students who
successfully completed their studies

joined staff and University of Wales
representatives at the grand ball room of
the JW Marriot hotel in Cairo for a joyous
graduation ceremony where they received
their University of Wales degree
certificates.

University of Wales representative
Professor Nigel Palastanga, Pro Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Wales, and
Mr Michael Reed, a University of Wales
Moderator, joined the President Dr Olfat
Kamel and other MTI staff members as
they celebrated each graduates success.

Speaking about the ceremony, Mr
Reed said: “The team at MTI really
know how to put on a good show, and it
was a pleasure to be able to
congratulate the graduates on their
achievements.  Parents and friends have
provided excellent support together with
the academic staff from MTI, who have
worked unflinchingly with the students
in reaching their goals.”

IIHE MBA Graduatesn

IIHE BSc Graduatesn

MTI Graduation Ceremonyn
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A
sif Kapadia, a graduate of the
University of Wales, has won
two prestigious awards for his

documentary Senna at the 2012
British Academy of Film and Television
Arts (BAFTA) Film Awards. 

Asif Kapadia’s film about the legendary
Formula One driver Ayrton Senna won
best documentary and best editing at the
ceremony. 

The highly-praised documentary tells the
story of Ayrton Senna’s career, from his
beginnings as a go-kart driver to his fatal
crash in 1994. Using entirely archive
footage and interviews, Senna paints a
dramatic portrait of one of Formula One’s
most famous drivers, who won the F1
world championship three times before
his death at age 34. 

Senna was also nominated in the
Outstanding British Film category – the
first time a documentary had been
nominated in the category since 2009 –
but lost out to the spy-thriller Tinker Tailor
Soldier Spy.

Born in Hackney in 1972, Mr Kapadia
studied film production at the University
of Wales, Newport, in the early 1990s and
has gone on to achieve great things

Double BAFTA win for University of Wales Graduate 

Asif Kapadian

The University Seal

within the British film industry and
beyond. 

Senna‘s documentary award is Kapadia’s
second major BAFTA win. He has won
before for his film The Warrior (2002),
which was awarded the Alexander Korda
Award for Best British Film and the Carl
Foreman Award for the Most Promising
Newcomer in 2003. 

On the front cover of the magazine
you will have seen the image of the
University Seal, originally designed by
Sir Edward Burne-Jones, Bart. 
(1833-1898).

The obverse of the Seal shows a seated
figure under an arcade, holding an open
book, and represents the teaching side of
the University. On the right and left are
two standing figures, representing the
students and graduates of the University,
together with the shields of the three
founding Constituent Colleges. 

The surrounding inscription is from the
Vulgate Latin version of the Book of
Isaiah, Chapter 58, Verses 10 and 12. The

translation alludes to the revival of
learning in Wales, which received its crown
in the creation of the University. 
The design incorporates the motto of the
University “Goreu Awen Gwirionedd” (The
Best Inspiration is Truth). 

On the reverse side of the Seal is a
building symbolising the University,
placed between the mountains and the
sea. The surrounding inscription is a verse
from Lucretius, Book ii, line 8, meaning
"The serene regions of the wise raised
high by learning."

Read more about the University Seal 
on our website -
www.wales.ac.uk/UniversitySeal 
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Hannah McKeand:
Polar Explorer

Hannah McKeand is a record-breaking polar
explorer, who in 2006 became the fastest
person ever to trek to the South Pole, solo and
unaided, completing her polar expedition in
just 39 days, 9 hours and 33 minutes.

H
aving achieved a degree in
Classics from the then Lampeter
University, and working for a

theatre company for seven years, at 31
Hannah finally fully committed herself
to her primary passion - exploring. 

Here she answers questions about her
time at University, her fascinating career
as a full time explorer and future plans:

What did you study at University and
why did you choose to go there? 
I studied Classics and Ancient History as I
loved the subject. I didn't want to be in a
big city as I wanted to be somewhere
intimate where I would get to know lots
of people and be able to escape into the
hills when it got too much for me. It
couldn't have worked out more to plan
really; Lampeter University was a
beautiful building in a rural environment.
I loved being in a small department and
all the lecturers knowing me by name and
I made some amazing friends during my
time there. University was a difficult time
for me though, I had no idea where I was
heading in life and certainly would have
laughed out loud if some oracle had
predicted where I have actually ended up.

I would absolutely recommend the
University experience to every young
person.

How important was getting your
degree in getting to where you
are now?
My degree has absolutely no
relevance to my current career
whatsoever, but it gives me depth
and credibility among my peers
and my clients. I work in a world of
climbers, skiers, logisticians,
mechanics, pilots and field guides,
and to have a degree in a subject
like Classics is really unusual in
this field. My clients tend to be
highly motivated and successful
business men with wide ranging
experience and education and
they tend to come to me with
very set expectations about

who I am and what I will be. They
have to really sit up and start changing
those ideas when they meet me and
realise that there is more to me than just
being able to ski 1100kms across
Antarctica with relative ease.

How did you come to be a full time
explorer, was it something that you
always wanted to be?
It absolutely never occurred to me that I
might go in this direction. The first 10
years of

my working life
I worked as a
marketing
manager for a
theatre
company and I
loved that life.
It was in 2001

that everything changed. I was left some
money and a house by my godfather and
although it wasn't so much as to make
me rich it was too much not to try and do
something special with. I spent three
years making visits to North Africa to the
immense and isolated Western Desert.
This vast region of dunes and mountains
is the second biggest wilderness an earth
after Antarctica and soon I was curious
about finding the biggest one. I have
always been a big person in the world and
at last here were places where I felt
infinitesimally small, I found that feeling
very comforting, very familiar somehow
and I found myself seeking it more and
more often. 

Then in 2004 I joined a guided trip to ski
the 690 miles from the coast of
Antarctica to the South Pole. I had no
experience in that kind of environment
and really jumped straight in the deep
end, but thanks to my amazing guide,
Denise Martin, and the patience of my
team mates I completely blossomed. It
was where I was meant to be. Two years
later I returned and made the journey
solo and set a world speed record for the
route, knocking two days off the previous
record. That journey was the making of
me.

Trekking solo

Hannah at the
South pole (2011)

Hannah shows off her World Record
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What’s been the highlight of your
career so far, and where have your
favourite destinations been?
I've been in some incredible parts of the
world, but it is always the most remote
and empty ones that capture my heart. It
is still the big deserts and the polar wastes
that I am drawn to time and time again.
Having said that, I have also had some
amazing experiences hiking in the
Amazon, running across the high
Altiplano in Bolivia and sailing around the
world. The remote areas of ocean far from
land are by far the most challenging
places I have encountered.

Have you faced any challenging or life-
threatening situations during an
expedition?
The stickiest situation I have ever been in
was in 2008 when I decided to attempt to
become the first woman to ski solo and
unsupported to the North Pole from
Canada. A couple of weeks into the
expedition I fell through a deep crack in the
ice and dislocated my shoulder and found
myself trapped in the hole. It took me over
an hour of struggling to get free, which I
eventually managed by using my ski as a
one-step ladder. Literally hundreds of miles
from the nearest other human being and
thousands of miles from assistance it is the
only time I have truly thought I was going
to die. Thankfully I didn't, although it was
the end of my expedition which still
torments me to this day.

How do you prepare yourself both
physically and mentally for a new
expedition?
I try to stay in shape all year round and
then about 12 weeks before the
expedition starts I kick into a really rigid
training regime. It is a lot of basic core
strength training and lots of interval
running to build up my stamina. Mentally
I'm not sure there is much you can do to
prepare yourself for the immense
emptiness that my work generally takes
me to. It is so completely unimaginable. I
have skied to the South Pole more times
than anyone ever and I still can't really
get my head around the place. Every day I
ski all day across empty rolling plains of
ice and every night invent a small home
of canvas in the white nothingness and

every night crawl into my
sleeping bag with the
sense that I've missed
something, that I still
haven't seen the place and
that maybe tomorrow it
will make sense if I just look
hard enough.

What is your motivation
and inspiration? What
keeps you going while on
an expedition?
Well now it is my job, I keep on doing it
because I have become the best in the
world at what I do and I absolutely love
everything about the environment. Every
year I get to bring people to my empty
parts of the world and share my love for
them. When I am actually in the field on a
long expedition, I just keep going, there is
no magic formula or mind-set, I just have
to get up every morning and ski. It is a
massive endurance event and the only
way to get through it is to get on with it,
nothing you think or do is going to make
it pass quicker, you simply have to work
hard all day, every day and eventually you
get there. Having said that these days
what gets me through is talking books. I
try to load up my iPod with lots of classics
that I know I might not actually get
around to picking up and reading in
normal life. Last season I was working
through Tolstoy, Anna Karenina and War
and Peace, that's a couple of weeks’
worth of listening right there.

Do you have any future expeditions
planned?
I will continue to work on Antarctica
for three months every winter, and
next year I am planning to undertake
a kite skiing expedition right around
the Greenland Icecap with three girl-
friends. I'm also planning to move to
Norway next year, where I now have a
company called Expeditions 365
conducting training for would be polar
expeditioners and also kiting, skiing,
dogsledding and snow-shoeing
experiences in our mountain back yard.
Come and join us for an adventure!

Do you have any other passions
that you’re involved in when not
exploring?
I still love to study. Encountering some of
the best scientists in the world on my
travels, particularly in Antarctica, has
awoken a real love of science in me and I
am often reading up on some aspect of
string theory or the cosmic microwave
background as a result. Encountering
these people and places has massively
increased my frame of reference and my
broader understanding of more subjects.
My great physical passion is snow-kiting,
being pulled around the wilderness on my
skis by a big high tech power kite. It is the
biggest feeling of freedom I have ever
experienced, like flying.

What advice would you give to anyone
wanting to follow in your footsteps?
It won't be easy. Money is the obstacle to
all these things. Work on your skills, take
any opportunity to gain experience, be
humble and don't give up. Shoot for the
stars and just maybe you'll catch the
moon.

The horizon

Hannah with her gear
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In June, University of Wales Alumna
Ms Mangwashi Victoria Phiyega, was
appointed as the new National
Commissioner of the South African
Police Service (SAPS).

As one of the toughest assignments in
South African public life, it is a historic
appointment as she is the first woman to
hold the post in the 99 years of policing
history of the country.

Born in Polokwane, she received her
primary and secondary education in
various schools in Limpopo. As well as
holding a BA (Social Work) degree from
the University of the North, a BA Hons
(Social Science) from Unisa and a MA
(Social Science) degree from the
University of Johannesburg, she also
studied at Technikon Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg where she was awarded a
Postgraduate Diploma from the University
of Wales.

She began her professional career as a
social worker and has worked for child
welfare organisations, as well as the state-
owned transport enterprise and Absa
bank. She is heavily involved in women’s
empowerment and is a member of the
International Women’s Forum of South
Africa (IWFSA). She is a wife, mother and
grandmother. 

Speaking of her appointment, the
Minister for Police Mr Nkosinathi
Emmanuel "Nathi" Mthethwa said:
“Based on her previous and current
expertise, Ms Phiyega brings wealth of
experience on strategic leadership and
sound management background, both
from public service and private sector. 

Her appointment as the first black
female National Commissioner of the
SAPS in the history of our country;
further indicates our serious
commitment to transformation of the
police. We believe that her appointment
is well deserved as her CV speaks
volumes and that her previous
achievements in various management
echelons, are not coincidental but
achieved through dedication and hard
work.”

In her first address as the new National
Commissioner of Police, General Phiyega
told media that she was humbled by the
appointment and acknowledged that she
faced a huge and overwhelming task
ahead. 

She added: “Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much. This is a
responsibility we should take with both
hands soldiering on in delivering on the
mandate South Africans have entrusted
upon us. In order to succeed, I
acknowledge that it is necessary to

University of Wales Alumna 
becomes South Africa’s 
National Commissioner of Police

consult, listen and learn. This should be
complemented by leading and acting
decisively.

Our mandate is that of fighting crime,
hence we will work tirelessly towards
realizing this goal with all the resources,
skills and expertise to ensure that the
people of South Africa are and feel safe.

I am looking forward to wearing the blue
uniform, taking my oath and getting
involved with the business of policing.” 

Ms Mangwashi Victoria Phiyegan
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Scholarshipsn
Scholarship winner addresses 
New York conference on New Spanish Cinema

Dilys Jones, a final year PhD student at the University of Wales: Trinity Saint
David was this year’s winner of the University of Wales Geoffrey Crawshay
Scholarship, worth £1000.

The scholarship
enabled the 67-
year-old mature
student, who
has spent her
life working on a
dairy farm in
mid-Ceredigion,
to travel the
3000 miles to
New York to

attend and present a paper at a
conference on New Spanish Cinema,
organised by Valencia University.

Speaking of how the award has benefited
her, Dilys said “In the final year of my PhD
research the award has facilitated the first
international platform for my comparative
work on minority nation identity in film,
focusing on Wales and the Basque
Country. 

The conference was the first opportunity
that I have had to present my research to
an international audience.  Until
attending this conference I really only had
the comments of my two supervisors, Dr
Rob Shail at the University of Wales:
Trinity Saint David and Dr Santi de Pablo

at the Basque University Vittoria, Spain, to
guide me so it was particularly useful to
gain feedback from academics working in
the same field.

It has been a marvelous, well-timed
experience which will undoubtedly benefit
my final thesis.”

Having completed a BA (Hons) in Film
Studies at UW:TSD’s Lampeter campus in
2003, Dilys’s research began looking at
changing narratives of minority nation
identity in film. The focus of her research
encompasses Welsh film from the time of
‘How Green is My Valley’ in 1941, to
Patagonia in 2011; and Basque films
released under Franco’s rule, to the much
later works of Julio Medem.

In 2008 she upgraded from an MPhil to a
PhD and is now currently in the process of
completing the final stages of her thesis.

The Geoffrey Crawshay Scholarship fund
was established to enable successful
candidates to travel Britain or abroad with
the intention of enriching the student's
aesthetic experience in a branch of the
Fine Arts.

Scholarship Funds
Online Friendships
Research

Sarah Merry, a
PhD student of
Aberystwyth
University, has
been awarded a
University of
Wales

Postgraduate Studentship. The funding
will contribute to her final year of PhD
study of online friendships, cultivated by
social media and cyber communities. 

Speaking of being awarded the
scholarship, Sarah said “I am very
excited to be doing a PhD investigating
the friendships which are created online.
This is an area of study which is still
quite under-researched in the UK, but is
attracting increasing international
interest.  Society is changing; the
Internet has facilitated a transformation
in the way that friendships and
communities develop, with connections
increasingly formed around common
interests rather than geographical
proximity.”

Sarah Merry is a graduate of Information
and Library Studies at Aberystwyth
University who writes poetry in her spare
time.

Fund winner wages war on post-traumatic
stress disorder using power of poetry
Christine Steward became this year’s recipient of the University of Wales
Llewelyn Williams Postgraduate Studentship. The fund will enable the Swansea
Metropolitan University graduate to progress with her research at Swansea
University’s College of Medicine where she will embark on a PhD to help fund her
unique research into treating Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

Her research is centred on developing self-
help coping mechanisms for sufferers of
PTSD, using literary techniques found in
poetry. The idea came to Christine while
analysing the work of the First World War

poet Robert Graves, who used narrative to
conjure a literary world which helped him
deal with the trauma of trench life horrors.
She uncovered psychological tools hidden
in his writing which he used to support his
mental health on a day-to-day basis. 

As well as being a fulltime student,
Christine is a trained Samaritan listener.
She aims to develop her theory into a
support package that can be put to use
alongside existing community-based
rehabilitation programmes. Speaking of
her award, Christine said “I’m delighted to
be able to pursue my dream and theory,
designed to try and help PTSD sufferers”

Further information about all scholarships, grants and prizes awarded by the University of Wales, including eligibility 
and how to apply, can be found on our website. Visit www.wales.ac.uk/scholarships 
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With thanks to everyone who contributed to this issue

The continued support of Ede &
Ravenscroft towards publication costs is
greatly appreciated 

Editor: Jocelyn Keedwell
Design and Print: Yogi Creative
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Email: alumni@wales.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)29 2037 6999
Website: www.wales.ac.uk/alumni 
Address: University Registry

King Edward VII Avenue
Cathays Park
Cardiff, CF10 3NS
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University shop

www.wales.ac.uk/shop

With a selection of high quality merchandise 
and memorabilia, as well as a broad range of 
books, the University Shop is the perfect place for 
Alumni to visit.

Visit the store today, or shop online:

University of Wales Shop, 12 High Street
Cardiff, CF10 1AX

www.wales.co.uk/Shop

University of 
Wales Press

The University of Wales Press has a proud 
tradition of serving Wales and all its universities 
by publishing outstanding scholarly publications 
in both Welsh and English. 

To find out more about the Press and its 
publications, please visit the University shop or 
contact:

Tel: 029 2022 8205 
Email: shop@wales.ac.uk    
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Don’t forget – Register your email address to ensure you receive all future communications from the University of Wales.
Go to www.wales.ac.uk/alumni  


